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’By Jack Nelsorr.
Zkos Angeles Times--

~WASHINGTON = The ngan Admin-
’-:stratlon _yesterday-- ordered -officials- in-
rvolved in national security.tosign a secre-
Gy pledge and agree to.cooperate in. inves-

tigations: of-leaks..of classlfxed mforma- :

*tlon . {)1(\W,~.‘qn -’?' 4 "‘,,
= The order, part of a crackdown Pral—
@ent Reagan ordered on unauthorized dis-
: élosure of national security information,
-also strlctly limits access by government
-officlals to such information. In addition,
#it calls for the Attorney General to review
:the effectiveness of existlng laws. on such
disclosures, o ; oS

However, the order was not nearly as
tringent. as some intelligence offictals’
,h'\d proposed:-In fact. it dropped one pro-i
‘vxsxon of a Jan. 12 presidential directive;
that the press:and some government In-
‘formation. officers had criticized — a re]
‘gmrement ‘that” government employees
{get the permission of a-senior offictal be-;
ifore contacting the redia and’ then file a*
wrxtten report on thecontact ot

% ‘The order; slgned by Wllllam P: Clark.,

fteag,an s assistant for national security.
-supersedes the Jan: 12 directive. ™ 7™ 5
David Gergen, Reagan's communlca-{
thﬂS director; sai@ the order “retlects. a:
determined. effort. by all concerned to-
draw a proper balance betweenr the legiti-
mate need of the public’s right to: know
and the need of the government in pro—
tectind classu'led lnformatlon.‘” i ]
et —~'-‘& '
Clark ordered all departments,to hold
to the “‘absolute mlnlmum .the.number
of people having access to national securi-]
ty information and to “strictly ‘control
document dissemination ' 'and: reproduc-
tlon to’ carry out cxlstlng law. e s
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Hls order sets up-a system under
which each copy of a document circulated
by the National Security Cotncil will car-
ry a numbered cover sheet bearing a'no-
tation that includes the secrecy pledge
The cover sheet contains this notice: ... :.
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“The attached. document contains

- sensitive National Security Council Infor-

- mation. It is to be read and dlsqxssed only
, by persons authorized by’ law.—"“?_ S
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- 7 .“Persoris.handling this docurnent ac-|

knowledde 'he or she knows and under-
.stands the securlty law relating thereto
rand will cooperate fully with any lawful
mvestldatiomby the United States Gov--
“ernment -into: any unauthorized disclo-
Jsure of. classiﬂed lnformatlon contained
¢herein v ;

= The order- requests that the Attorney
" General convene by March 1 an intera-

_ gency group ta report to the President on

~ the effectiveness of existing statutes and
executive orders’ prohibiting unauthor-
lzed disclosure of classlﬂed mformation
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§ Gergen said. Clark ‘had dropped the
provision in the Jan. 12 directive regulat-
ing media contacts -because of a feellng
that it had -*a chilling effect™ on govern-
ment press. relations. R

After. the dlrective was - lssued that
- provisiorr was criticized by reporters, in-
_cluding Barrie Dunsmore of. ABC-TV,
‘president-of the State Correspondents
‘Assn., who wrote Clark a._letter saying
‘the directive already.-had-caused some
.government officials to canceYschednled
-appointments with journalists..s.4 ;- -

Clark met with Dunsmore and several

“other reporters Monday before deciding to
_delete that provision from his order:z* =~ |
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After the new order was issued, Duns+] ~

.more said, ;I'm delighted that the séction
on media-contacts was’ ‘dropped:-When I
talked with Clark Monday the draft of the
order 'we were shown _still had that sec
‘tion in it and: it-would. haverbeen devas-

y tatlng if it had been. lmplemented "f A ‘,

Prosldent Reagan has’ spoken out fre- .
q.xently in ‘recent ‘weeks:about. leaks ofy

national security information. In his'Jan.; .
12 directive he referred. toa ‘“hemor-
:rhage” of leaks and warned that. Sall le=
gal methods'? would beusedtoinvestldate

sthe sltuatlon e ),‘?‘_,,"’: nt e By el

Spwking of the Admlnlstratlons re-
cent antileak actlvmes and the new:
,Clark order, Ger gen. said: " -

. "What much of this endeavor of the
.jlast few weeks has.done clearly-— beyond.
~and above:the four’ corners. of this docu-
-ment --is send a message through the]
.ranks that the President. regards‘the un-
‘authorized disclosure of; classlﬂed lnfor-
‘mation as a serious matter. At th
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